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Chapter 8: West Planning Area

Community Analysis

Boundary and Setting

TheWest Planning AregWPA)bordersLake Oroville the west branchnd the The West Planning Area
north fork of the Feather River on the east, Thermalito Diversion Channel on tﬁcéé’f"o'x"”’“’E/y54'2%
south Butte Valley on the west anduh Paradise othe north. The areeovers

approximately 54,296 acresand includestite communitgf Cherokee Much of

housing throughout the WPA can be characteazsadral residential and is very

low densityLlocale si dents enjoy the areads abundant n e
atmosphere while still being close to urban arfa goods axd serices not

provided in town. Table Mountain and Lake Or
recreational opportunities.

Population

Approximately2.3 percent of theDistric& population resides in tA&PA The
majority of residents live iand aroundthe community of Cheroked@able 8.1
includes population estimates and projections based on the 2000 Census and
historic annual growth rates for the area.

Table 8.1 West Planning Area Population Estimates

Population 1,112 1,184 1,196 1,208 1,220 1,232 1,245 1257 1,270 1,282 1,295 1,308

Growth Areas

The WPA has experienced very slow growth over the past desaaed is
expected to maintaia rate of lessthan 1%per year. As discussed in Chapter 2,
ButteCounty, at the time of printing, was engaged in a General Plan update. As
part of the update process, the Butte County Boardupk&isors have left the
currentlow density residential and agricultural land use designations unchanged,
preserving the slovgrowth rates through the WPAherefore, there are no
specifiogrowthareasin theWPA

FEATHERVERRECREATION ANBARKDISTRIC|T DRAFTPARK ANORECREATIOMASTERLAN
April 2009 8-3




Chapter 8: West Planning Area

Inventory and Conditions

his section includes a listing and broeferview of the parks and
recreation facilities in th&/PA The inventorynicluces

x  FRRPD Facilities x  State Facilities
x  SchooFacilities x  PrivateFacilities

FRRPDracilities

FRRPD does not currenpisovide park or recreationfacilities in theWPA
However, awill be discussed in the followisgctiog the District has identified
local elementary schowlhichcould potentidy provide a recreational facility to
support local recreation opportunittesough partnerships

School Facilities

Spring Valley Elementaryis located on
approximately 9.7 acresn the foothills near
the interseatn of Pentz Road and Highway
70. The shool serves students in grade
kindergarten through third Recreation X

elements includur basketball hoopsone ﬁ s
full court and 2 haltourts, a playgrond, —
and a small grass are&urrently, onl®5 percent of thesite is utilized for regular
operations with the remainiii® percent largely undeutilized.Partnerships with
the school could providefacility for localrecreationalprogramming. This would
help fill some of the curredéficienciesnd reducehe need to travel to the urban
areas forprogrammedecreation.

State Facilities

Table Mountain

Table Mountain is located off dfighway 70 and ®erokeeRoad. It is most
notably known for itenosaiof grassland, flat volcanic outcrops and vernal pools
perched some 1,000 feet over thalley floor. | tadaepular place tobike and
hike especiallyduring the spring when the wittvers are in full bloomMuch of
the area is owned by th&ate while other areas aren private property.Visitors
are requested to staon public property. Table Mountain is fbeal destination
for an annual wildflower century bike ride.
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Lime Saddle Area

The Lime Saddlerecreation aea is
located off Hghway 70 heading
toward Yankee HillThe area includes a
campgroundwith 44 campsites, two
bathroomsand a hiking trail thawinds
throughout the sit&he recreation area
also has a full service boat launch an
marina The marina isurrently under
renowation.However, de torecord low
lake levelsmost improvemerase on hold When completed_ime Saddle will be
a popular destination for Lake Oroville recreation.

Thernalito Diversion Channel

The Thermalito Diversion Pool is located downstream from Lake Oroville Dam.
There are sveral access points tthe dversion poolRecreation opportunities
include fishinggwimmingnd normotorized boating.

Nelson Bar Boat Launch

This boat laundind day wse area is located at the end of Nelson Bar Road in a
cove along the west branch of the Feather River. Recreation opportunities include
boating swimming and bank fishing.

Spring Valley Boat Lunch
Spring Valley Car Top Boat Launch is locatedHgffiway 70 toward Yankee Hill.
Recreation opportunities include boatswgmming and bank fishing.
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Private Facilities

Cherokee Musem

The rasaim islocated 12 miles north of
Oroville onCherokee Roadlrhe museum is
home togold mining artifacts and other S5
pioneer memorabilia. Additionally, the &
museum provides historic information
regarding the local communitwhichis
namel after a party of Cherokee Indians =
who nigrated to the area in the 1856

The museum will also faatkt tours of
many of thehistorial facilitiesthat dot theWPA Many of these sitgsrovide a
wealth of interpretive and recreational educatiS8ome of thdacilities have been
secured and literally saved by private citized$ese historiadilitiesinclude:

Oregon City School House
Oregon City Covered Bridge
Wells FargoAssayOffice
MinersHome

President Hayes Hall
BlacksmitBhop

Cherokee School (1825)

X X X X X X X
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WPA Facilities Inventory

Table 8.2
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Chapter 8: West Planning Area

Needs Assessment

This section provides aoverview of the
process used to identify and assess tl | ;
recreational needs of the WPA. Publi ey
outreach and District study sessions wer &
utilized to gather information, which resulted £
a list of priorities. This prioritized list provide |
the foundation from which recommendations
the next section are proposed.

PublicOutreach

The Dstrict contacte@ariouscommunity members to get input onrédoeeational
needsof the area Discussismevealeda great need to improve camunication
and build a relationshipbetween the District and thedommunity of th&VPA.
FRRPD nestb esteblish a presence in the comityuand encourage residents to
develop aCommunity Associatitmnlead and build recreatiooportunitiegor the
people of Cherokee.

District Study Session

FRRPD held a series of study sessions to assess the neeti$RA.thes part of

the process, planning consultants conducted interviews with district staff and
facilitated special meetings with the Board of Directors to obtain additional input.
District study sessions included a review of public input and an area assessm
based on their own perspective as purveyors of recreation throughalistifie.

The informationdtom bothresourcess providedin the following section.

Priorities
Despite having abundant recreation oppaities largely provided from Table
Mouwntain and Lake Oroville, th&/PA is underservedby athleticfacilities and

recreational programming.There are currently no organized programs
partnership®r facilitiesprovided by FRRPD tine WPA
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Chapter 8: West Planning Area

Until there is more focused communication with tmenwaty, schools and
organizations, the following priorities will servenasrimdirectionfor the WPA:

1. EBstablish an agencgresence and build a relationship with the local community

2. Provide localoutreach to educate the community on all ways thecDisdn
better serve the community

3. Partner with Spring Valley Elementary School to build more recreatiotefscil
and provide moreecreationakervices

4. Partner with local organizationso develop opportunities forrevenue
generation

5. Developnultrusefields, gymnasium, and play equipment.

6. Develop additional programs for community (music, exercise and after school
program )

7. Explore more transportation options to get to thecreation opportunities
throughout the district

8. Developaninterpretive trail mp for pedestriais and vehiclesouring the area
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Recommendations

This section summarigesrecommendations for tMYPA They are intended to
address the needs identifietlring the FRRPD Master Plan update process. The
analysis leading to thedirection is based on the following input and information

Phone interview with school staff
District input

Analysis oexistinginventory
Soundrecreationplanning
Districtmissionyision andguidingprinciples

X X X X X

Therecommendations this section focus on:

Partnershipand Facility Concepts
Recreation Programming
Funding

Boundary Adjustment

X X X X

Partnershipsand Facility Concepts

The Spring Valley Elementary School can provide key partnershipwiliat
introduceadditional recreational opportunities to the WR&elationship with the
school carprovide an existing facility for programmed activitiest currently
provided in the areaThis partnership would also helfiset the need to travel
great distances foparks and recreation programming.

The area would also benefit from a partnership with a newly created community
association. A local community associadongenerat revenue, develop groups,

set uprecreational programming anidold specialevents The district could help

the community establish an association.

A third partnership could be establishetth local historical organizationghis
partnershipcan benefit the WPA by increasing opportunities for revenue and
bringng more tourism to ¢harea.

To be successful, the partnerships must be collaborative relationships batlieen

of the organizations with shared goals that pool their resources and work together
to deliver mutually beneficial public services. There are myriad potential of
berefits including potentiatapital cost savingsan opportunity for higher
quality/better functioning facilities and a wider range of recreational
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opportunities to th&VPA In addition, utilizing these existing facilities will help the
canmunity meet its@th and longterm recreational goals.

Once the workings of a potential partnership have been identibstkict staff

should draft a memorandum of understanding which memorializes any agreements.
This will insure that all partnerships are fair and asatia function as originally
intended.

ACTIONITEMS

x  The District should condagbublic meetingn the community of Cherokee to
educate the public on howRRPD can serve the commuiityaddition, the
District should encouragfge community to gtelop a norprofit organization
Community Association to work toward developing new facilities and
programming.

x  The District should initiatediscussionsvith local historic organizationsto
develop partnerships thatan educate, generate revenue and pror@
tourism.

x  The District should initiate discussions with the Golden Feather Union School
Districtto identify programming needs and to form an alliance to develop
recreation facilities.

The Facility Concerin exhibit 8.1suggests potential improvensefur theSpring
Valley Elementary School. The concept is for siigoymirposes only and
complete site analysis is needed to determine feasibility.
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Exhibit 8.1  Spring Valley Elementary Scheélacility Concept
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Access and parking

Proposed muttise turf fields and storm water conveyance
Proposed gymnasiuamd community center

Playground upgrades

School expansion (Site analysis study needed to confirm
feasibility

agbrownhPE
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Recreation Programming

FRRPD does not currently provide recreational programming W
However, as identifiedhrough conversations witdtal school staffboth adults
and youths are in need of programmed activitidsrecreationalactivitiesshould
be providedtotheVNPAon an oOas neededd basi s.

Establishing programmed activities rests in part with the local comirauhi&yp

facilitate this proces$;RRPD shoutttvelopa O Recr eati on Tool Kitao.
withinthe kit residents will find the tools necessaryatty meighbors and identify

specific needs. The Tool Kit should suggest several types of activities and outline

the optiondor providing their instructiom.he o0 To ol Kito should be av
FRRPDOGs werrexuest.dt should be the Distrieble to advertie and
educate | ocal residents on the o0Tool Kito a

available to them.

ACTIONITEMS
x The District should deveWBAandamakeRecr eati on T
available to each of the communitiBsitionalDeveloping the kit will help the
communities with the steps necessary for implementing desired programs in
their area
x  The District should build program working directly with the Spring Valley
Hementary School

Funding

Implementing the goatd the community byproviding recreational facilities and
recreationalprogramming require funding that extends beyond the current FRRPD

assessment fees collected through property taxesddition the funding of

improvementf lower density areas preseahnd even greater challengeéAs is

discussed inHapter 3, lower densityareas collectfewer fees which provide

crucial fundingfor these improvementsn order to implement the proposed

recommendationghe communitywith assistance from thBistrict, must be

advocates fortheir desiredimprovements dent i fi ed in the ONeeds As
sectionn thischapter

The following sectios discuss funding opportunities specific to WHeA. See
Chapter3 for more information on funding and implementation oppoetstniti

Capital Improvemermtsd Operation and Maintenance

All capital improvements fdicilitiesbetween partnerships need to be developed
jointly by both agencies. Together, the partnership should seek grants and develop
fundraising opportunitigs fund various improvemengs additional goal should
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be to developa sustainableevenue generatingourceto maintain and operate
the facilities once improvements ameplace.One option is to establish a facility
benefit and assessment district to fund operation and maintenance of facilities.

Programming Funding

There are financial challenges with providing recreational programming in the low
density planning areas. The Datcan offer two optionstahe request of the
community:

One option is for FRRPD to provide instructors to lead programmed activities.
However, it should be noted that due to limited revenue collected in the low
density planning areas anitheir remote loation, FRRPD needs to design a cost
program that is high enough to recover all expenses. Residentd\iR &should
expect to pay higher programming fees.

An alternative and more cost effective option is for FRRPD ttotrainommunity

members to falifate regulaty programmed activities. Both methods for funding
programmed activities should be discuss
section on Recreation Programming).

ACTIONITEMS

x  The District should assist the community with findingagrdrtsveloping
fundraising opportunities to pay for improvements

x  TheDistrict shoulgartnerwith the local communitydevelop a financially
sustainable peration and maintenance for facilities improvements

Boundary Adjustment

The boundary adjustmeidentified in Exhibit 8.2 depicts an arearich with
recreational opportunities and partnershipduch of the area is owned and
operated by the State of California with a few residential agticulturalrelated
parcelsclustered throughout. Recreationgdapunities include boatingayaking,
windsurfing andishing Annexation of this areavill allow the District to work
closely with the Sta on programming the Afterbafacilities and include future
development to the westherefore, FRRPD has flagged this area for potential
annexation to thd&istrict and WPA. ThBistrict should work with the Butte County
Local Area Formation Commissions (LAFCO) to determine the tradeoffs and take
steps toward making the potential boundagjustment(Approximately 10,110
acres)
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Map of thewestPlanning Aregxnivis.2)
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