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Chapter 5: North Planning Area

Community Analysis

Boundary and Setting

The North Planning ArédlPA)borders Plumas County on timtheastern edge The North Planning
portions of the north fork of tHeeatherRiver on the west and Lake Oroville and  Area is approximately

themiddlefork of the Feather River on the south. It covers approxiniaté|$25
acresof the Sierra Nevada foohills. The communityf Berry Creekis themain
population centein theNPA

Over the years, the community has formed two organizations to organize and
formdize the voice of the community. Tingt organization is th&erry Creek

oCi t i6Assatiatisrwhich wadormed approximately twelve years agdhis
organizationtypically deals with local issues that do not involve public agencies
The second ganization is thd8erry CreeklCommunityAssociation (BCCwhich

146,825 acres

represents the ¢ommun iandywassrecogmmzedhby the o publ i c ai

Butte County Boarof Supervisors on December 2007. TheB C C Adusdary

follows the areas zip code and hadopted the following mission statemefitbe

Berry Creek Community Association is formed to represent the communities of
95916 to the Butte County Board of Supervisors and other entities for the purpose
of providing its citizens with input on conceras ithpact our quality of life
including zoning, community recreation, and safety."

Population

Approximately4.6 percent of thedistric® total population resides in thdPA.
Table 51 includes population estimates and projections based on theC206Gfus
and historiannualgrowth rates for the area.

Table 5.1 North Planning Area Population Estimates

Year 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Growth Areas

TheNPAhasexperienced slow growth over the p&stv decadesand is expected
to maintaina rate of less than 1%er year. This slower growth is considered by
many in the NPAas a major asset. As discussed in Chapter 2, Butte dsunty

engaged in a Gener al Pl an wupdat e. The
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c 0 mmu dasitey td6 develop at sbwer rate with the Board of Supervigos
seleciiga preferred Land Use alternaiive
goals of the communitythe alternative recommends utilizhugal residential
zoning designations which permits residential parcels for 5 to 40 acres or more.
The alternative also recommends providing 20 acres of retail/lcommercial and an
additional 50 acres or more for parks,hdetic fields,a community center, and
other such facilitie¥he preferred growth alternative alstlowsup to 300 new
dwellingunitsover the next 20 yearfkefer toexhibit 54 for a map of the NPA.
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Inventory and Conditions

This section includes lesting and brief overview of parks and other
recreation facilities in the North Planning Ard&ae list of providers
includes

x  FRRPD Facilities x  State Facilities
x  School Facilities x National Facilities
x  Private Facilities

FRRPD Facilities

FRRPD does not currently provide park oreegion facilities in theNPA.
However, as will be discussed in later sections, area residents are actively
advocating for a muhkilse community center and a community park/plaza. At the
time printing, the District and State have discussed the potential acquisition of the
Harts Mill CDBtation which has recently become surplus. Two additional sites have
also been identified.

School Facilities

Berry Creek Schods in the Pioneer Union
Elementary School District, which was
established back in 1962 when the Berry
Creek School and BhIRock School were
combined. Itis nestled in the Sierra
Nevada foothills approximately 22 miles
from Oroville. The school provides3 Keducation and offers preschool and
afterschool programs provided by the Butte County Office of Education. Current
enrolment is approximately 80 students. The s@hosdreational facilities consist

of one multuse field, two outdoor basketball courts, pl@ygrounds and a multi

use asphalt area. The nearest FRRPD
facility is 19 miles away.

Private Facilities

Berry Creek Grange#694 was founded
on July 19, 1940and is locatedat 1477
Bald Rock Roadn Berry Creek The
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centrally located Grange hosts many regular events including monthly business
meetings and social gatheringacluding breakfasts, dinners and bindde
facility also provides space for women?d
is also available for rent for special occasions.

In addition, he Grangeand its groundsprovide facilitiesfor the annual Berry
CreekBerry Festivalwhich is held othe second Saturday in AuguBhis event
draws participants from around the couftyere are large open areds the side
and rear of the building which proviggacefor many participating vendors. The
site also has an outdoor stage with seating.

Lake Madrone is a smallprivate lake located off Oro Quincy kghway in the

Berry Creek Arealt is surrounded by g@rivate community that has exclusive
access to its recreation opportunities. In the past, the lake was open to the public
for limited recreationalise. ®day, it mainlyservesas arecreational lakeo the
surrounding community.

State Facilities

Foreman Creelis a state sitdocated off Oro QuincyHighway and Foreman
Creek Roadlt provides NPA residents witital access to theake Oroville State
Recreation AreeRecreational opportunities include swimming, fishing and boating.
The site also provides an area for boat in camping along th&ladge.This site

has been identified as @aluable recreationahssetto local residets Curently,

there is limited vehicle accelewever, he Department of Water Resources has
agreed to install picnic tables, shade ramadas, interpretive signagmjlatoilet,

and pole stovespon the signage of the license.

Dark Canyonis a state sé that provides access tiie Lake OrovilleState
Recreation Area. While it is located within the boundary of the NPA, it is not easily
accessible for NPA residentss located off Highway 70 and Dark Canydiad.
Recreational opportunities includensming, fishing and boating. Boats launched
from the site must be from car top only.

National Facilities

Feather Falls National Scenic Tragntrance is locatedff Lumpkin Road in
Feather FallsThere are five developed campgrounds, two vault sgd&rooms
and a potable water source located at the trailhead. This scenic resdi@rmsean

incredible view of 8d Rock Dome, Bald Rock Canyord the 640foot Feather
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Falls.There are many trails that wind through the area offering varying levels of
difficulty.

Big Bald Rok is locatedin the Plumas National ForefitBald Rock Road in Berry
Creek. Thisscenicresource includes impressive rock formations and offers
spectacular views overlooking Lake Oroville and the Sacramento Véallkgrs

can dsofind holes on theock formationswhich Native Americans used to grind
acornsThe area includes seven picnic sites and restrooms at the trail head.

Bald RockbDome Trailheads locatedin the Plumas National Forefit Bald Rock
Road in Berry Creek. The round trip hike is approximately 5 miles and is
considered strenuoudountain biking and hikingre both welcomeon the trail.

Trail usershave spectacular views of the area including Curtain ,Fadtgch
plunges iran exciting 40foot drop along the middle fork of the Feather River.

Rogers CowCamp Campgroundis located approximatelyl2 miles north of
Berry Creek at an elevation of 4,000 feet. This campground has 5 campsites with
restroomsbut no potable water. Hikindgishing and OHV riding are available
from this campground.

Milsap Bar Campgroundis located in the Plumas National FooésMilsap Bar
Road The siteoffers a rustic camping experience in tReatherRiver's "scenic"
zone The campground has 20 sitbst includeareas RV camping and access to
restroomsRecreation opportunities includking and fishing.
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NPA Facility Inventory
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Needs Assessment

This section provides amerview of the process used to identify and assess the
recreational needs of the NPA. Public workshops and district study sessions were
utilized to gather information, which resulted in a list of priorities. This prioritized
list providesthe foundatiorfor reconmendations in the next section

Public Workshop

Two public meetirsgvere held in théNPAduring
the master plan update proced€3oth meetings
actively engaged community members in
discussion tsolicit communityinput regarding
recreatiomal needsin the NPA and throughout '
the district The firstmeeting was held &
iy

during oOphase alstob

community priorities ranging from a new

community center to adding security patrols along existing trails. The second
meeting held during oOphase twoo, reaffirmed
phase one and identified additional needs. The valuable information collected

from these wrkshops was then forwarded tdsiict staff and the Board of

Directors for consideration duritige District Study Sessions descrilmethe next

section

DistrictStudy Session

FRRPDeld a series of study sessions to assess the needsNi?AhAs part of

the process, planning consultants conducted interview®istittt staff and
facilitated special meetings with the Board of Directors to obtain additignal in
District study sessions included a review of public input and an area assessment
based on their own perspective as purveyors of recreation throughout the planning
area. The planning consultants have takem lists of prioritiedrom these
informatioal resources and provided it in the following section.
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Priorities

The following list indentifies priorities for the NP4 the district as a whole. Items

1 through 3 are specific to the NPAI items are listed in order from highest to
lowestpriority. Based on this assertion, items with the highest priorities serve as the
starting point forthe recommendationprovided in this tapter The list of
priorities is as follows:

4.

5.
6.

1. Communitya park/plaza
2.
3. Acqure Harts Mill for use as a reeationcenter, park, museum, nature

Creae a new indoor multise center

center and/or tourist attraction

Provide recreational programs in the area / partner and utilize existing
facilities like the Grange ahBerry Creek &ool

Add sheriff sukstation to the HastMill facility

ExpandFRRPEBecreation programs (classes, camps, trips, sports, events,
etc.)

7. Expandexisting parks and facilitiashen future growth occurs
8.
9. Upgrade and improving unpavedadils around the Feather Riyveake

Provice additional maintenance and improvements in existing parks

Orovilleand elsewhere in rural areas of the District

10. Provice diverse recreational experiences and opportunities for all ages,

ethnicities, types of users and levels of abilities

Additional Community Priorities
Beloware additional prioritiespecific to the NPA and argaesented in no
particular order:

X X X X X X

Provide a pool at newrultrusecenter

Providenultiuse trails

Develop ATV trailand programs funded with club support
Upgradetrails system

Explore dsc golfoptions for the area

Provide maltruse fields
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Recommendations

This section summarities recommendations for tidorth Planning Area. They
are intended to address the needs identifiddring the FRRPD Master Plan
update process.hE analysis leadingp their direction is based on the following
input and information

Communitynput

Districtriput

Analysis of Existing Inventory

Sound Recreation Planning

District Mission, Vision and Guiding Principles

X X X X X

Therecommendations this section focus on:

Land Acquisitioand Facility Concepts
Partnerships

Recreation Programming

Funding

Boundary Adjustment

X X X X X

Land Acquisitionand Facility Concepts

Identifying potential sites and securing land for recreational purposes is important
to the future of the@lanning areaAsstated by local residents, development of a
community center is thest priority. The followingsitesare identified as potential
locations and conceptual improvemarngsprepared:

x  Harts Mill
x  Site Adjacent t@erry Creek School
x Maidu Meadows

The recommendations are conceptual aitidaid in the preliminary planning for

the area. For an hdepth studyFRRPBhouldd evel op a oLand Acquisitio
that studiesactualfeasibility of eachof thesepotential sitesDevelopment otis

plan willallow the District to begin discussions with property owofettge sites

FEATHERVERRECREATION ANBARKDISTRIC|T DRAFTPARK ANORECREATIOMASTERLAN
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Harts Mill

As identified through public participation
and discussisnwith the Berry Creek
Citizens Association, the acquisition of
Harts Mill as a future Community Center
is one of the Co mmu n highegstd s
priorities In recognition of this priority
the District has recently engaged in
discussions with tBete of California to .
acquire the facility. MAe facility was previously used by Cal Fire, which now
operates out of a new facility. The site is monsideredurplus.

Acquisition of the property would provide the community with a facility to operate
programs as needed. Additionally, the facility
woul d satisfy ma n gthero f t he
needssuch agproviding a building for a museum
and anoutdoor area to serve as a local park
The sit& natural beauty would also provide a
“g tranquil setting for weddings and other
| revenuegenerating events.

"; v, . Exhibit 5.1 shows the site and recommended
‘//’ site improvementsThis facility has the

potential to provide andentity for the arrival into Berry Creek.

= \
> |

v \
> \

In a partnership efforthie District would like to see tleeal community set up the
facility withlocd representativethat would maintain and operatife sitewith the

goal of generatingenough revenue to keep the building up to code and to make
improvements as needed.he District would provide assistance when possible to
help the community.

Staff Recommendatigre ahibit5.1)

ACTIONITEMS

x  The District should continue discussions with State of California for acquisitions
of the Harts Mill propertyRationaleThe surplus facility could provide many of
the recreational opportunities notreumtly provided in the area

x  The District should work with the Berry Cragke@sAssociation and local
residents to assist with creation of a facility assessment dR#icinale
Owning the property would require fees for maintenance and operation

FEATHERVERRECREATION ANBARKDISTRIC|T DRAFTPARK ANORECREATIOMASTERLAN
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above what FRRPD can budgetl the local assessment district would collect
funds from Berry Creddolelyfor Berry Creek.

CAPITALIMPROVEMENPROJECTS

Upgrade existing building
Providemonument signage

Upgrade parking area

Picniand BBQ area

Upgrade eisting drinking water system

X X X X X
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Exhibit 5.1 Harts Mill

Site improvements

1. Existing building

2. Proposed monument signage

3. Upgrade parking area for vehicle parking and mukie court
4. Picnic and BBQ Area
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Site Adjacent tBerry Creek School

Located next to the Berry Creek School sigmiadditionalparcel that has been
identified as a potential site for anultiuse gymnasidoommunity center. The
park muckhneeded gym would serdaoth the community ana@tsool.Development

of this site should beoordinatedbetween FRRPD and the school district. FRRPD
can aid by providing grant viting and programming support, butlditional
financial support would be minimal at this time

The Berry Creek School provides existing recreational facilities that can host many
of the needed sports programs identified by the community. FRRPD can work with
the school and local residents to identify specific needs and help ensure that the
school faitities are adequate for operating programs.

Staff RecommendatiGns seexhibits.2)

ACTIONITEMS
x  FRRPD should work with the school district and the Berry Creek Community

Association to develop a mulBe gymnasium to serve its studant$ the
greater North Planningr@a (Prop 1C w / School Board)

x  FRRPD should work with the Berry Creek Community Association and local
residents to assist with creating a facility assessment district tatfund
operation and maintenance

x  FRRPD should work with ghkool district to develop an improvements priority
list for the existing facilities on school grounds

CAPITALIMPROVEMENPROJECTS
x Develop new multise gymnasium/community center on site adjacent to school
x  Add multiuse field on site adjacent to school

FEATHERVERRECREATION ANBARKDISTRIC|T DRAFTPARK ANORECREATIOMASTERLAN

April 2009

5-15



Chapter 5: North Planning Area

Exhibit 5.2 Berry Creek School and Adjacent Site

1. Optional site of new mulise
gymnasiurcommunity center
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