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Community Analysis 
 

Boundary and Setting 

 

The North Planning Area (NPA) borders Plumas County on the northeastern edge, 

portions of the north fork of the Feather River on the west and Lake Oroville and 

the middle fork of the Feather River on the south. It covers approximately 146,825 

acres of the Sierra Nevada foothills. The community of Berry Creek is the main 

population center in the NPA. 

Over the years, the community has formed two organizations to organize and 

formalize the voice of the community.  The first organization is the Berry Creek 

òCitizenõsó Association which was formed approximately twelve years ago. This 

organization typically deals with local issues that do not involve public agencies. 

The second organization is the Berry Creek òCommunityó Association (BCCA) which 

represents the communityõs voice to public agencies and was recognized by the 

Butte County Board of Supervisors on December 11, 2007. The BCCAõs boundary 

follows the areas zip code and has adopted the following mission statements: "The 

Berry Creek Community Association is formed to represent the communities of 

95916 to the Butte County Board of Supervisors and other entities for the purpose 

of providing its citizens with input on concerns that impact our quality of life 

including zoning, community recreation, and safety."  

Population 

 

Approximately 4.6 percent of the districtõs total population resides in the NPA. 

Table 5.1 includes population estimates and projections based on the 2000 Census 

and historic annual growth rates for the area.  

Table 5.1     North Planning Area Population Estimates 

Year 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Population 2,218 2,362 2,386 2,410 2,434 2,458 2,483 2,507 2,532 2,558 2,583 2,609

   

Growth Areas 

 

The NPA has experienced slow growth over the past few decades and is expected 

to maintain a rate of less than 1% per year. This slower growth is considered by 

many in the NPA as a major asset. As discussed in Chapter 2, Butte County is 

engaged in a General Plan update. The Countyõs process has recognized the 
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communityõs desires to develop at a slower rate with the Board of Supervisorõs 

selecting a preferred Land Use alternative which represents the ògrass rootsó 

goals of the community. The alternative recommends utilizing rural residential 

zoning designations which permits residential parcels for 5 to 40 acres or more. 

The alternative also recommends providing 20 acres of retail/commercial and an 

additional 50 acres or more for parks, athletic fields, a community center, and 

other such facilities. The preferred growth alternative also allows up to 300 new 

dwelling units over the next 20 years. Refer to exhibit 5.4 for a map of the NPA.  
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Inventory and Conditions 
 

This section includes a listing and brief overview of parks and other 

recreation facilities in the North Planning Area. The list of providers 

includes:  

× FRRPD Facilities 

× School Facilities  

× Private Facilities 

× State Facilities 

× National Facilities  

FRRPD Facilities 

 

FRRPD does not currently provide park or recreation facilities in the NPA. 

However, as will be discussed in later sections, area residents are actively 

advocating for a multi-use community center and a community park/plaza. At the 

time printing, the District and State have discussed the potential acquisition of the 

Harts Mill CDF station which has recently become surplus. Two additional sites have 

also been identified.   

School Facilities 

 

Berry Creek School is in the Pioneer Union 

Elementary School District, which was 

established back in 1962 when the Berry 

Creek School and Bald Rock School were 

combined. It is nestled in the Sierra 

Nevada foothills approximately 22 miles 

from Oroville. The school provides K-8 education and offers preschool and 

afterschool programs provided by the Butte County Office of Education. Current 

enrollment is approximately 80 students. The schoolõs recreational facilities consist 

of one multi-use field, two outdoor basketball courts, two playgrounds and a multi 

use asphalt area. The nearest FRRPD 

facility is 19 miles away.    

Private Facilities 

 

Berry Creek Grange #694 was founded 

on July 19, 1940, and is located at 1477 

Bald Rock Road in Berry Creek. The 
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centrally located Grange hosts many regular events including monthly business 

meetings and social gatherings, including breakfasts, dinners and bingo. The 

facility also provides space for womenõs activities, cards and games. The Grange 

is also available for rent for special occasions.  

In addition, the Grange and its grounds provide facilities for the annual Berry 

Creek Berry Festival, which is held on the second Saturday in August. This event 

draws participants from around the county. There are large open areas to the side 

and rear of the building which provide space for many participating vendors. The 

site also has an outdoor stage with seating.  

Lake Madrone is a small private lake located off Oro Quincy Highway in the 

Berry Creek Area. It is surrounded by a private community that has exclusive 

access to its recreation opportunities. In the past, the lake was open to the public 

for limited recreational use. Today, it mainly serves as a recreational lake to the 

surrounding community. 

State Facilities 

 

Foreman Creek is a state site located off Oro Quincy Highway and Foreman 

Creek Road. It provides NPA residents with local access to the Lake Oroville State 

Recreation Area. Recreational opportunities include swimming, fishing and boating. 

The site also provides an area for boat in camping along the lakeõs edge. This site 

has been identified as a valuable recreational asset to local residents. Currently, 

there is limited vehicle access. However, the Department of Water Resources has 

agreed to install picnic tables, shade ramadas, interpretive signage, a vault toilet, 

and pole stoves upon the signage of the license. 

Dark Canyon is a state site that provides access to the Lake Oroville State 

Recreation Area. While it is located within the boundary of the NPA, it is not easily 

accessible for NPA residents. It is located off Highway 70 and Dark Canyon Road.  

Recreational opportunities include swimming, fishing and boating. Boats launched 

from the site must be from car top only.  

National Facilities 

 

Feather Falls National Scenic Trail entrance is located off Lumpkin Road in 

Feather Falls. There are five developed campgrounds, two vault style restrooms 

and a potable water source located at the trailhead. This scenic resource offers an 

incredible view of Bald Rock Dome, Bald Rock Canyon, and the 640-foot Feather 
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Falls. There are many trails that wind through the area offering varying levels of 

difficulty.    

Big Bald Rock is located in the Plumas National Forest off Bald Rock Road in Berry 

Creek. This scenic resource includes impressive rock formations and offers 

spectacular views overlooking Lake Oroville and the Sacramento Valley.  Hikers 

can also find holes on the rock formations, which Native Americans used to grind 

acorns. The area includes seven picnic sites and restrooms at the trail head.  

Bald Rock Dome Trailhead is located in the Plumas National Forest off Bald Rock 

Road in Berry Creek. The round trip hike is approximately 5 miles and is 

considered strenuous. Mountain biking and hiking are both welcome on the trail. 

Trail users have spectacular views of the area including Curtain Falls, which 

plunges in an exciting 40 foot drop along the middle fork of the Feather River.  

Rogers Cow Camp Campground is located approximately 12 miles north of 

Berry Creek at an elevation of 4,000 feet. This campground has 5 campsites with 

restrooms but no potable water. Hiking, fishing and OHV riding are available 

from this campground. 

Milsap Bar Campground is located in the Plumas National Forest off Milsap Bar 

Road. The site offers a rustic camping experience in the Feather River's "scenic" 

zone. The campground has 20 sites that include areas RV camping and access to 

restrooms. Recreation opportunities include hiking and fishing.  
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Table 5.2 NPA Facility Inventory 
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Needs Assessment 
 

This section provides an overview of the process used to identify and assess the 

recreational needs of the NPA. Public workshops and district study sessions were 

utilized to gather information, which resulted in a list of priorities. This prioritized 

list provides the foundation for recommendations in the next section.  

Public Workshops 

 

Two public meetings were held in the NPA during 

the master plan update process. Both meetings 

actively engaged community members in a 

discussion to solicit community input regarding 

recreational needs in the NPA and throughout 

the district. The first meeting was held 

during òphase oneó and provided a list of 

community priorities ranging from a new 

community center to adding security patrols along existing trails. The second 

meeting held during òphase twoó, reaffirmed much of the input collected during 

phase one and identified additional needs. The valuable information collected 

from these workshops was then forwarded to District staff and the Board of 

Directors for consideration during the District Study Sessions described in the next 

section.  

District Study Session 

 

FRRPD held a series of study sessions to assess the needs of the NPA. As part of 

the process, planning consultants conducted interviews with District staff and 

facilitated special meetings with the Board of Directors to obtain additional input. 

District study sessions included a review of public input and an area assessment 

based on their own perspective as purveyors of recreation throughout the planning 

area. The planning consultants have taken the lists of priorities from these 

informational resources and provided it in the following section.  
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Priorities  

 

The following list indentifies priorities for the NPA and the district as a whole. Items 

1 through 3 are specific to the NPA. All items are listed in order from highest to 

lowest priority. Based on this assertion, items with the highest priorities serve as the 

starting point for the recommendations provided in this chapter. The list of 

priorities is as follows:  

1. Community a park/plaza 
2. Create a new indoor multi-use center  
3. Acquire Harts Mill for use as a recreation center, park, museum, nature 

center and/or tourist attraction  
4. Provide recreational programs in the area / partner and utilize existing 

facilities like the Grange and Berry Creek School  
5. Add sheriff sub-station to the Harts Mill facility 
6. Expand FRRPD recreation programs (classes, camps, trips, sports, events, 

etc.) 
7. Expand existing parks and facilities when future growth occurs  
8. Provide additional maintenance and improvements in existing parks 
9. Upgrade and improving unpaved trails around the Feather River, Lake 

Oroville and elsewhere in rural areas of the District 
10. Provide diverse recreational experiences and opportunities for all ages, 

ethnicities, types of users and levels of abilities 
 

Additional Community Priorities  

Below are additional priorities specific to the NPA and area presented in no 

particular order:  

× Provide a pool at new multi-use center     

× Provide multi-use trails  

× Develop ATV trails and programs funded with club support 

× Upgrade trails system 

× Explore disc golf options for the area 

× Provide multi-use fields 
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Recommendations 

 

This section summarizes the recommendations for the North Planning Area.  They 

are intended to address the needs identified during the FRRPD Master Plan 

update process. The analysis leading to their direction is based on the following 

input and information: 

× Community Input  

× District Input  

× Analysis of Existing Inventory 

× Sound Recreation Planning  

× District Mission, Vision and Guiding Principles 
 
The recommendations in this section focus on:  

× Land Acquisition and Facility Concepts 

× Partnerships 

× Recreation Programming 

× Funding 

× Boundary Adjustment 
 

Land Acquisition and Facility Concepts 

 

Identifying potential sites and securing land for recreational purposes is important 

to the future of the planning area. As stated by local residents, development of a 

community center is the first priority. The following sites are identified as potential 

locations and conceptual improvements are prepared:  

 

× Harts Mill 

× Site Adjacent to Berry Creek School  

× Maidu Meadows 

The recommendations are conceptual and will aid in the preliminary planning for 

the area. For an in-depth study, FRRPD should develop a òLand Acquisition Planó 

that studies actual feasibility of each of these potential sites. Development of this 

plan will allow the District to begin discussions with property owners of the sites. 
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Harts Mill 

 

As identified through public participation 

and discussions with the Berry Creek 

Citizens Association, the acquisition of 

Harts Mill as a future Community Center 

is one of the Communityõs highest 

priorities. In recognition of this priority 

the District has recently engaged in 

discussions with the State of California to 

acquire the facility.  The facility was previously used by Cal Fire, which now 

operates out of a new facility. The site is now considered surplus.   

Acquisition of the property would provide the community with a facility to operate 

programs as needed.  Additionally, the facility 

would satisfy many of the communityõs other 

needs, such as providing a building for a museum 

and an outdoor area to serve as a local park.  

The siteõs natural beauty would also provide a 

tranquil setting for weddings and other 

revenue-generating events.  

Exhibit 5.1 shows the site and recommended 

site improvements. This facility has the 

potential to provide an identity for the arrival into Berry Creek. 

In a partnership effort, the District would like to see the local community set up the 

facility with local representatives that would maintain and operate the site with the 

goal of generating enough revenue to keep the building up to code and to make 

improvements as needed.  The District would provide assistance when possible to 

help the community. 

Staff Recommendations (see exhibit 5.1) 

 
ACTION ITEMS 

× The District should continue discussions with State of California for acquisitions 

of the Harts Mill property. Rationale: The surplus facility could provide many of 

the recreational opportunities not currently provided in the area 

× The District should work with the Berry Creek Citizens Association and local 

residents to assist with creation of a facility assessment district. Rationale: 

Owning the property would require fees for maintenance and operation 
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above what FRRPD can budget and the local assessment district would collect 

funds from Berry Creek solely for Berry Creek. 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 

× Upgrade existing building 

× Provide monument signage 

× Upgrade parking area  

× Picnic and BBQ areas  

× Upgrade existing drinking water system 
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Site improvements 
1. Existing building 
2. Proposed monument signage 
3. Upgrade parking area for vehicle parking and multi-use court 
4. Picnic and BBQ Area 

 

Exhibit 5.1 Harts Mill 

1 

2 

4 

3 
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Site Adjacent to Berry Creek School  

 

Located next to the Berry Creek School site is an additional parcel that has been 

identified as a potential site for a multi-use gymnasium/community center. The 

park much-needed gym would serve both the community and school. Development 

of this site should be coordinated between FRRPD and the school district. FRRPD 

can aid by providing grant writing and programming support, but additional 

financial support would be minimal at this time. 

 

The Berry Creek School provides existing recreational facilities that can host many 

of the needed sports programs identified by the community. FRRPD can work with 

the school and local residents to identify specific needs and help ensure that the 

school facilities are adequate for operating programs.  

 

Staff Recommendations (also see exhibit 5.2) 

 
ACTION ITEMS 

× FRRPD should work with the school district and the Berry Creek Community 

Association to develop a multi-use gymnasium to serve its students and the 

greater North Planning Area (Prop 1C w / School Board) 

× FRRPD should work with the Berry Creek Community Association and local 

residents to assist with creating a facility assessment district to fund its 

operation and maintenance  

× FRRPD should work with the school district to develop an improvements priority 

list for the existing facilities on school grounds 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 

× Develop new multi-use gymnasium/community center on site adjacent to school  

× Add multi-use field on site adjacent to school 
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  1. Optional site of new multi-use 

gymnasium/community center 

Exhibit 5.2 Berry Creek School and Adjacent Site 

1 


