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Community Analysis 

Boundary and Setting 

The East Planning Area (EPA) borders the middle fork of the Feather River on the 

north, Yuba County on the southeast, Forbestown Road on the southwest and Lake 

Oroville on the west. It covers approximately 79,470 acres of the Sierra Nevada 

foot hills and includes the mountain communities of Feather Falls, Forbestown, 

Clipper Mills and Hurleton.  

Population  

 

Approximately 2.7 percent of the Districtõs population resides in the EPA. The 

majority of residents live in the southern portion of the planning area in the 

community of Forbestown. Table 7.1 includes population estimates and projections 

based on the 2000 Census and historic annual growth rates for the area.    

Year 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Population 1,300 1,384 1,398 1,412 1,426 1,441 1,455 1,470 1,484 1,499 1,514 1,529

Table 7.1     East Planning Area Population Estimates 

 

Growth Areas 

 

The EPA has experienced slow growth over the past decades and is expected to 

maintain a rate of less than 1% per year. As discussed in Chapter 2, Butte County, 

at the time of printing, was engaged in a General Plan update. As part of the 

update process, the Butte County Board of Supervisors has selected a preferred 

land use alternative which preserves the slow growth rates of the wooded 

communities throughout the EPA. 

 

One exception, however, is a potential growth area known as Stringtown Mountain 

which occupies 2,750 acres (see exhibit 7.2 at the end of the chapter). This growth 

area is located in the southwest portion of the EPA. If adopted as part of the Butte 

County General Plan update, this growth area will include a range of uses 

including retail and mix of quality resort-style estate housing and work force 

housing. A maximum of 2,700 dwelling units may be permitted which would 

increase the population by 6,750 people, as the project progresses.  
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According to this figure and using FRRPDõs adopted òLevel of Service of Parkland 

Service1ó, the new development will need approximately 34 acres of developed 

community and neighborhood parkland.   

 

Preliminary plans have revealed that over 75% of the area will be designated as 

resource conservation land which can provide opportunities for: 

 

× Large natural open spaces 

× A low impact golf course  

× Equestrian facilities and trails 

× Multi-use fields  

× An extension of pedestrian and bicycle tails 
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Inventory and Conditions 
 

This section includes a listing and brief overview of parks and other 

recreation facilities in the EPA. The list of providers includes: 

× FRRPD Facilities 

× School Facilities  

× State Facilities 

× National Facilities  

× Other Facilities 

  

The FRRPD facility discussed in the following section also includes staff 

recommendations specific to the facility. Additional recommendations that apply 

EPA wide are listed in the òRecommendationsó section later in the chapter. 

FRRPD Facilities Including Staff Recommendations 

Forbestown Community Park and Charles Lynnds Hall 

Forbestown Park and Charles Lynnds Hall are located on a District-owned site of 

3.67 acres in Forbestown. This park features: 

× Picnic area 

× Playground 

× Multi-purpose slab, Basketball standard 
with spectator benches 

× Disc golf course 

× Multi-purpose turf area 

× Gravel parking area 

× Restrooms 

× Community Center 

× Museum and Old Town exhibit (built and owned by Community, land leased 
from FRRPD)  
 

The picnic area has six picnic tables, a drinking fountain two barbeque grills (one 

extended grill and one standard) in fair to poor condition. The picnic area is 

shaded by a tall grove of Ponderosa pines. Adjacent to the picnic area is a 

playground with two structures including multiple slides, a swing set with two 

regular and two baby swings situated among a wood-fiber area. This play area is 

also fenced off from the road, museum parking lot, and turf area with split rail 

fence.  
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There is also a multi-purpose turf area, located adjacent to the picnic area, 

seeded with soft grasses and large enough for small field sports. In the middle of 

the turf area is a large log that is used during Forbestown Daze for the annual 

Sawcut Contest.  

Between the park area and Charles Lynnds Hall is a 

multi-purpose slab with two half courts for basketball. 

The concrete is smooth with one permanent and one 

movable basketball hoop. Youth also use this area for 

bicycling, skateboarding, and skating. This slab 

connects to a brand new restroom facility built in 

partnership between the District and the Forbestown 

community. This is the parkõs first ADA-compliant 

restroom, serving both the park and community center 

users. The back of the restroom building is a storage 

closet for park maintenance equipment. 

Further down the hill there is a mixed conifer stand that is 

currently being thinned for a future amphitheater area. The amphitheater is the 

final component of the Forbestown Park Master Plan. The residents intend to create 

a grassy, stepped area for people to bring chairs and blankets to sit upon and 

watch entertainment; be it childrenõs plays, music, or other festive occasions. They 

intend to have a stage area with electrical hookups that can be connected to 

Charles Lynnds Hall.  

In this same area, local residents have 

created an òaround the worldó disc golf 

course within the lower section of the 

park, which features nine different 

vantage points to throw discs to a single 

òPole-Holeó basket.  

Forbestown Community Center, also 

known as Charles Lynnds Hall, serves the 

residents of Forbestown with a kitchen, 

multi-purpose room, library, and four 

computer stations.  

The parking for the Hall and Park (20-30 spaces) is adequate for normal park 

usage. Special events have resulted in the Park sacrificing part of its turf space for 

parking. There is a historical museum adjacent to the property supported by the 

local Yuba-Feather Historical Association.  The building and grounds are owned by 
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FRRPD and leased to Yuba Feather Historical Association at no charge. A lot to the 

North of the Hall is available for purchase as a future parking area. 

  



C h a p t e r  7 :  E a s t  P l a n n i n g  A r e a   

 

FEATHER RIVER RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT |  DRAFT PARK AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN  

7-8    April 2009 

 

Staff Recommendations 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

× Work with the community association to develop plans and funding options for 
the amphitheater 

× Work with the community association to develop security measures (patrols, 
lighting and improved visibility will add security), developing a county sheriff 
sub-station should be considered. 

 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 

× Develop amphitheater  

× Add vandal resistant night lighting at park  

× Provide concrete tables (2) to test 

× Install new fencing on side of park (provide District standard entry arch sign) 

× Provide big screen TV to be secured in Center 

× Improvements listed in exhibit 7.1 
 
MAINTENANCE ACTIONS 

× Fix immediate safety issues and restroom issues 

× New roof for museum 

× Pave and manage drainage at parking areas on sides of park 

× Provide onsite landscape equipment for use by local volunteers 

× Repair/replace damaged picnic tables and benches  

× Add basketball hoops to court  

× Repair court surface as needed 

× Maintenance items listed in exhibit 7.1 
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Exhibit 7.1 Forbestown Park and Museum 
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 School Facilities 

Feather Falls Elementary School is located off Lumpkin Road in the community of 

Feather Falls. The school is in the Feather Falls Union School District which was 

established in the late 1800s. The facility was constructed in the 1940s and 1950s 

and includes a cafeteria, library, four large classrooms and a stage. Outside, the 

facility has a large playground for the students to play. Inter-district sports 

opportunities include football, volleyball and basketball. The community is 

currently raising funds for a new play structure. The nearest FRRPD facility is the 

Forbestown Park and Community Park located sixteen miles away.  

State Facilities 

 

McCabe Cove is located on the south fork of the Feather River off Stringtown 

Road. The site consists of a car top boat launch for non-motorized boats and two 

floating campsites.  

Enterprise Boat Launch is located on the south fork of the Feather River off 

Lumpkin road. The site provides a full access boat launch including motorized 

boats.   

National Facilities 

 

Feather Falls Recreation Area is located on the middle fork of the Feather River 

off Lumpkin Road. The recreation area has two different campgrounds, the Milsap 

and the Feather Falls camping areas. The Milsap 

campground is in the northern portion of the recreation 

area and includes scenic views of Seven Falls. It has 

20 sites that included both drive-in campsites and RV 

sites. The campground provides restrooms and has 

access to hiking and fishing.  

The Feather Falls Campground also has 20 camp sites 

and provides restrooms and potable water. 

Recreational opportunities include hiking, fishing and access to 4x4 off-road 

vehicle trails. The trailhead of the Feather Falls National Scenic Trail is located at 

the campground.  
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Other Facilities 

Sly Creek Recreation Area is located off La Porte Road approximately 5.5 miles 

northeast of Clipper Mills. The Recreation area includes 2 different grounds which 

are owned and operated by the South Feather Water and Power Agency. The 

Strawberry Campground has 17 campsites and a car top boat launch. The Sly 

Creek Campground has 25 campsites. Both campgrounds provide restrooms and 

drinking water. Recreation opportunities include fishing and hiking. Many of the 

hiking trails are multi-use which include mountain biking, horseback riding and off-

road riding.  

Lost Creek Reservoir is located south of the 

Sly Creek Recreation area off La Porte 

Road. It is accessible by hiking from one of 

the two campsites at Sly Creek. This scenic 

reservoir has access to fishing and hiking.  
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Table 7.2 EPA Facility Inventory 
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Needs Assessment 
 

This section provides an overview of the process used to identify and assess the 

recreational needs of the EPA. Public workshops and District study sessions were 

utilized to gather information, which resulted in a list of priorities. This prioritized 

list provides the foundation from which recommendations in the next section are 

proposed.  

Public Workshops 

 

Two public meetings were held in the EPA 

during the Master Plan update process.  Both 

meetings actively engaged community 

members in a discussion to solicit community 

input regarding parks and recreation in the 

EPA and throughout the district. The first 

meeting was held during òphase oneó and 

provided a list of community priorities 

ranging from adding security patrols to 

providing additional parking along New York Flat Road. The second meeting held 

during òphase twoó reaffirmed much of the input collected during phase one and 

identified additional needs. The valuable information collected from these 

workshops was then forwarded to District staff and the Board of Directors for 

consideration during the District Study Sessions described in the next section.  

It should be noted that no members from the communities of Feather Falls, Hurleton 

or Clipper Mills attended the area-wide meetings in Forbestown.  Further outreach 

is needed to identify and assess the needs of these communities. 

District Study Session 

 

FRRPD held a series of study sessions to assess the needs of the EPA. As part of the 

process, planning consultants conducted interviews with District staff and facilitated 

special meetings with the Board of Directors to obtain additional input. District 

study sessions included a review of public input and an area assessment based on 

its own perspective as purveyors of recreation throughout the planning area. The 

planning consultants have taken the lists of priorities from both informational 

resources and provided it in the following section. 


